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Ku Quvovst 1 TANDEM ABUTERE, CaTILING, PATI- 

ENTIA NOSTRA ? QUAMDIU ETIAM FUROR ISTE 
Tous vos ELUDET ? our AD FINE SESE Er- 
FRENATA JACTABIT AUDACLA ? 
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EotxguRGH, 26 June 1792. 


Sit, 


I Bzc leave to trouble you with a few 


words on the ſubject of your letter to 
Mr Dundas of the 6th June current. If I 
judge right, this letter was written in 
conſequence of your feeling hurt at the 


debates in Parliament, and proclamation 


for the ſuppreſling of libels and feditious 


pamphlets ; and, of courſe, you meant; 
A by 
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by writing it, to defend your Rights of” 


Man trom ſuch an imputation. 
"a x 


Sven being, the caſe, I am naturally 
led to examine your defence; but, be- 
fore going to particulars, it is neceſſary 
that we ſhould be at one with reſpect to 
what is meant by a libel or ſeditious 
pamphlet. 1 ſhall therefore, i in the view 
of coming together, put the queſtion : 
“ Should a bankrupt alien go to Ameri- 
« ca, and write with the avowed pur- 
« poſe of overturning the ſyſtem of go- 
“% yernment there, and of new-model- 
4 ling it according to his own fanciful 
„ideas, would you call ſuch production 
« a ſeditious libel ?”—Yon cannot an- 
wer in the negative, as your opinion 
is that it is the beſt of poſſible govern- 
ments; you muſt therefore anſwer in 
the affirmative. 


** 


Now we are at one and a ſeditious 
| | publication 
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publication is that which is written with 
the expreſs deſign of © overturning any 
one ſyſtem of government ; for it world 
be an inſult on common ſenſe and the 
rights of mankind, to ſay that all nations 
ſhould confine themſelves to one unique 
conſtitution, let their internal circum- 
ſtances or peculiar ſituations be what they 
would. 


IF this is true, Mr Payne, and which 
you neither do nor can deny, What are 
your pamphlets but eee in 
the extreme? What muſt every citizen 
of the world that is endowed with ſound 
ſenſe and reaſon think of you - What 
muſt an Engliſhman, an Iriſhman; or a 
Scotſman, think of an alien, as I believe 
you are, who attempts to overturn 
a ſyſtem of government that has ſtood 
the teſt of ages :- For an itinerant politi- 
cal quack to pretend to more ſound 
ſenſe and judgment than all the inhabi- 


. tants 
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fants of the Britiſh ifles put together, and 
to dictate his own fanciful form of go- 
vernment to them, ! is in the higheſt de- 


gree aſſuming. Do you really think, Sir, 
that ſeven or eight millions of people will 


ſubmit ro pin their political faith to your 


ſleeve, or that we ſhall any longer ſuf- 


ter indignities and inſults from your 


pen hope we have more ſenſe of our 


own honour and underſtandings than to 


be led by the noſe, as an ignorant mob 
ſome years ago was, by the ſpeeches and 
writings of a perſon perhaps not more 


: inſane than you. 


A LIBEL or ſeditious paper can only 
exiſt 1 in eſtabliſhed governments. What- 


ever 18 publiſhed againſt any regular ſyi- 


tem of government is, to all intents and 
purpoſes, ſeditious. | muſt acknowledge, 


| however, that no libel or ſeditious pam- 
phlet can exiſt in a country, ſuch as 


France, where king Mob rules, a king- 
dom 


K 5 1 

dom after your own heart; or among 
ſavages, robbers, an unruly mob, or bed- 
| lamites. It can only have its exiſtence 
in a country where the people have ho- 
ſen a particular form of government; 
aud where that form of government is 
ought to be overturned, either by one 
of their own number, or by ſome icine- 
rant political quack. 


I do not know whether you pretend to 
be a ſavage, a robber, a mobite, or a bed- 
lamite; but ſare I am, that, if you are 
Not one of thera, you mult entertain the 
idea chat you are writing and dictating 
to people under ſome one or all of thoſe 
deſcriptions; otherwiſe you durſt not 
obtrude your opinions upon three great 
and poliſhed nations now moſt intimate- 
ly linked together; nor would you 
have ventured to dictate to them, had 
you not taken them for ſuch, or at leaſt 
for fools. Some one of all of thoſe deſ- 


criptions 


of 

criptions are no doubt among us; but, 
I bleſs God, that the far greater part of 
us Are endowed with ſound ſenſe and rea- 
ſon, and will deſpiſe your writings as the 
ravings of an inſolent inſane, who, 
for his immoralities, being deſpiſed in 
America, has been neceſſitated to come to 
che eaſtward in queſt of adventures. 


WHILE you was in France, Mr Payne, 
your rights of man could be no libel, as 
there king Mob is in his glory: but you 
ought to haye conſidered that Britain is 
in a different ſituation. How would you 
reprobate, as libels, the writings of any 
travelling political apoſtle that would 
dare to attempt an overturn af the Ame- 
rican conſtitution, although a ſyſtem of 


yeſterday ;—multo magis will every virtu- 


ous Citizen, and ſuch there are in Ame- 
Tica as well as here, execrate your Writ- 
ings as tending to overturn our conſtitu- 
tion -a con{titution that has ſtood the 

| teſt 


1 
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teſt of ages. Do you think we have no 
greater nor wiſer men among us than 


4 


you? No, we are three great nations of 
fools, who knew nothing about the rights 
of men, till you, our political apoſtle, 
came, hke another Mahomet, among us, 
to enlighten us, and to coble or new- 
model our conſtitution, which, as a 
quack who wants enployment, you pre- 
tend is out of all order.—Indeed, to a 
perſon of your circumſtances, a job muſt 
be very material. 


| IN your letter or defence, you ſet out 
with giving us your creed in theſe words: 
« I do not believe that there are to be 
found in the writings of any author, 
8 ancient er modern, on the ſubject of go- 
* vernment, a ſpirit of greater benignity, 
and a flronger inculcation of moral princi- 
les, than in thoſe which I have pub- 


cc 


cc 


liſhed.“ That is, you prove by your- 
felt, and you can prove by none greater, 


that 


& 42 

that-your- writings. are not ſeditious; but; 
on the contrary, for benignity. and inculcas | 
tion of moral principles, they are the bet Y 
ever were written, 80 that you are not 
merely contented with overturning our 
ſyſtem of government, but mean at the 
fame time to overturn our religion itſelf. 
We are now taught by our new apoſtle, 
Mr Payne; to deſpiſe the tenets and moral 
principles of the Old and New Te eftament 
as inimical to his ſyſtem. The rights of 
man is anew ſubſtitute for the Holy Bible, 
which has idly told us, = to give to Cæ- 
far that which is Czſar's:” and our holy 
religion is at once overturned with our 
conſtitution. But know, Mr Payne, that 
altho', in theſe kingdoms, there may be 
a few of your brother infidels, yet the 

bulk of the people will neither allow 
their religion nor their conſtitution to be 
trampled a with impunity. 


You next advertiſe yourſelf as a con- 2 
ſtructor 


1 
ſtructor of governments; and no doubt a 
man in your line mult puff it away, like 
other quacks, to procure trade. Your 
writings,you ſay, come from a man who, 
« by having lived in different countries, 
and under different ſyſtems of govern- 
« ment, and who being intimate in the con- 
2 Aruction of them, is a better judge of the 
<« ſubje& than thoſe wanting your op- 
« portunities.” Here you exhibit your- 
ſelf as x cobler of conſtitutions, poſting 
thro different countries and different | 
* ſyſtems of government in the line of your 
buſimeſs, puffing away and advertiſing 
every where. The laſt job you did was 
in France: how you was paid for it, 1 
know not; but ſure I am you did not get 
what you deſerved, By the bye, Mr 
Cobter, what kind of conſtitution have 
you erected there? I am afraid it is en- 
tirely of the negative kind: we hear f 
nothing but miſrule and diſorder from 
that quarter; and thouſands have loſt 


B their 
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their lives ſince your work began ; for 
my own part, I could diſcover nothing 
there like : a ſyſtem of government, unleſs 
you call that a ſyſtem where the demons 
of diſcord and diſorder are allowed to 
ride triumphant, with their national coc- 
kades i in cat hats, i. e. your Rights of 
Man. 


| In ſhort, Mr ſelf-taught Cobler, we can 
fay nothing 3 in praiſe of your work; and 
we do not wiſh to be gulled out of our 
money by employing you, and perhaps 
getting ſome of qurſelves butchered ta 
the bargain. In the name of wonder, why 
come here ſeeking employme pt,—where 
every man fits under his own vine, and 


under his own fig-troe ? ? You 1 get bet- 


ter jobbing in Ruſſia and Turkey than 


with us: or why nat try Spain, the pa- 


ternal country of your great, great 
grand uncle Don Quixote de la Man- 
cha, | | | 


IND FED, 
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INDEED, Sir, if you had been poſſeſſed 
of principle, and had known any thing 
of religion and virtue, you would have 
employed your abilities in your beloved 
country of America. Why not attempt 
to amend the conſtitutions of the Indians 
of the back ſettlements? Why not 
form an alliance between the ſtates and 
them, rather than with France and Eng- 
land, diſtant countries? Would it not be 
more for your honour, and the intereſt of 


humanity, to conſtruct a ſyſtem among 


favages that are ſo frequently engaged in 
murdering your fellow-citizens of Ame- 
rica, than ſow ſedition and diſcord here, 
and attempt to overturn the government 
of a free and generous people, that have 
fo long allowed a wandering and unprin- 
cipled libertine to live with impunity 
among them, while his employment i is of 
all others the moſt ungenerous, i. e. that 
of ſowing ſedition among his benefactors, 
and of kindling a like flame here with 

B 2 that 


[12 1 


that which, juſt now, conſumes a neigh- 
bouring kingdom? 


1 


IT i is true, a fame 3 is nothing to NG 


you are but a traveller, amuſing yourſelf 


with the.duſt you kick up: but what is 
fun and amuſement to you may be de- 
ſtruction to us. Mais, ma pardon, I ſhould 
not have ſaid that the fire you wiſh to 
kindle would be confined to your amuſe- 
ment alone; you have ſomething more 
material i in view: in the confuſion of a 
fire there are generally ſome fine pick- 
ings; and no doubt you and your nimble 
finger d brethren will not be idle. 


Wir n the deſigned purpoſe of impo- 
ſing upon the weak and credulous, you tell 
us your inſtructions © * come from a heart 
* that Ino not how to beguile.” O mo- 
deſt apoſtle, we muſt believe you, becauſe, 
like Mahomet, you have ſaid it! I with 


vou, could make all your creditors, rela- 


latives 
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latives and brethren of America, believe 
as much of your heart. Your Rights of 
Man cannot poſſibly be a libel, or written 
with a bad intention, becauſe you your- 
ſelf have ſaid it proceeds from a heart 
that knows not to beguile. Your defence 
is unanſwerable ! ! Our apoſtle infalli- 
N ble, and ſo ſays your apoſtolical brother 


of Rome. 


You next alſo advert to Mr Adam's 
fpeech. He, it ſeems, had ſaid that your 
publications © reviled what is moſt fa- 
« cred in the conſtitution, deſtroying 
« every Principle of ſabordination, and 

2 eſtabliſhing nothing in their room.“ 
Mr Adam, you fay, had not read 4 ſe- 
cond part of our new Bible, he Rights of 
Man. This I believe.-—A perſon of his 
ſound ſenſe and judgment, after reading 
the firſt part, wou'd not give himſelf 
much trouble about the fecond. You ſay, 
that when he talk'd about ſomething in 
the 
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the conſtitution that was moſt ſacred, 

« you hope he did not mean hereditary 
« ſucceſſion, a-thing which appears to you 
A vivlation of every order of nature and 
common ſenſe,” Here, again, becauſe in 
your opinion hereditary ſucceſſion is a vio- 
lation of nature, we muſt think the ſame, 
or be inſulted. If any man is weak e- 
nough to pin his political creed to the 


tail of your opinion, he may if he chu- 
ſes; but, for my part, I aſſure you I ſhall 


never think ſo meanly of myſelf, nor 
ſhall I, while I have my ſenſes, prefer a 
conſtitution founded upon the opinion 
and theory of Mr Payne, and which has 
already produced ſuch dreadful diſorders 
in another kingdom, to a conſtitution 
founded on the experience and popular 
opinion of ages. | 


Ir it is hereditary ' ſucceſſion that is 
meant by Mr Adam, I muſt join with 
him; for, if you wiſh to deſtroy the here- 

N 
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ditary right of ſucceſſion of our Mat 
you may, and certainly mean, upon the 
ſame principles, to cut off the hereditary 
right of ſuceeſſion of the Prince of Wales, 
and our nobility, and of courſe all our 
private rights of ſucceſſion to our eſtates, 
whether real or perſonal. If this is not 
reviling what is moſt ſacred, deſtroying 
every principle of ſubordination, and ſet- 
ting up nothing in their room, + leave 
every body to judge. þ 


You tell us, and you challenge any man to 


refute it, © that there does not exiſt a right 


« to eſtabliſh hereditary government; 
or, in other words, that no nation can at 
any period chuſe a government for them- 
ſelves without your concurrence. If, 
however, as you tell us in the next page; 


the people who are to live afterwards 


* have always the ſame right to chooſe 
a government for themſelves as the 
ff "Fs had who lived before them,” it 


toliows 


| 
| 
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follows of conſequence, that the people 
who lived before us had equally a right 


to chooſe their form of government, and 


certainly the chooſing of a hereditary 


one exiſted in them and the people in 
America have a right to do ſo now if they 


have a mind. Nay, I do not know but 
ſome day or other ſuch a thing may take 
place among them z their government 


is of yeſterday, and is by no means in a 


ſtate of ſtability. Our nation, from long 
experience, has in general approved of, 
and continued hereditary ſucceſſion. The 
experience of ages has confirmed it to be 
the ſafeſt. It prevents all civil diſſentions 


on the death of a ſovereign, and produces 


a regular and continued form of govern- 
ment, which, in contrary circumſtances, 
it never could do, as may be obvious to 


every body that thinks upon the ſubject. 


In ſome inſtances the nation has done o- 
therways, and no doubt may do ſo ſtill 
ſhould the exigencies of the ſtate require it. 
As 
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As to what you ſay of bad and weak 
kings, It can only bear a reference to 
deſpotic governments. In Britain a king 
holds ſimply a part, not the whole reins 


of government : -In ſhort, Sir, you do 


not underſtand our ſyſtem.— A deſpot 


may do ill if he is a bad or weak man, 


but our conſtitution will not allow a 
Britiſh king to do ſo. He cannot do fo 


were he ſo inclined. A cunning and de- 


ſigning prince, ſuch a one as you yourſelf 
would be, might attempt miſchief, as you 
are doing at preſent, although not yet a 
king ; but thanks to God we have a con- 
ſtitution that would and will counteract 


ſuch attempts, Your remark, indeed, 


might anſwer in France, beth while it 
had Louis XVI. a deſpot, and now while 
it has king Mob, ſtill more deſpotie; but 
1t cannot bear the ſmalleſt reference to 
a king of the Britiſh iſlands. 


You tell us, in purſuance of your infa- 


C muous 
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mous deſigns, that the ſocial ties which 
bind us in ſociety are the chains of politi- 
cal ſuperſlition ; and in the view of ſtirring 
| up a tumultuous mob, you tell them 
* thoſe chains are d. ſolving faſt, and pro- 
| heeutions will | ferve but to haſten that aiſſolu- 
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tion.” And with a determined purpoſe 
to incite riot and confuſion, you conclude 


| 

| your letter with ſaying, by that the 72 
| 8  provers and proteftors of your work, (that- 
| | is, certain deſcriptions of men) Now 
| feel the immediate impu Ie of Honour added 
| 4 t that of national mtereft.” This, to be 
1 ſure, is ſpeaking to ſome of us, and 
ſpeaking too to the purpoſe. The rob- 
| | ber, the libertine, the weak, the wicked, 
| and the bankrupt, are all ſummoned to 
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your ſtandard; and ſome, no doubt, will 


{ 
i. e. your honour, is hurt, becauſe your 


| 

| attend i it with pleaſure : their honour, 

ſ | new ſubſtitute. for the Bible is proſcribed. 

| | I myſelf o once ſaw the honour of ſome 
thieves highly inſulted, by the magi- 


ſtrate 
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Arate having ordered ſome goods ſaved 
from a fire to be ſurrounded by a party 
of ſoldiers: 


A 600D citizen, conſcious of virtue and 
the rectitude of the reforms he propoſed, 
would inculcate them in a very difterent 
manner. He would tell the people that 
ſuch were his opinions, and that if they 
appeared i in the ſame light to them, they 
ought to petition Parliament and inſtruct 
their members; and leave it to the great 
court of the nation, the repreſentatives of 
the people, to decide upon it. 


AMAN who endeavours to rouſe a 
mob, is of all men the moſt dangerous 
to ſociety ;-—he muſt either have inter- 
eſted views, be mad, or infamouſly wic- 
ked. In ſhort, Sir, you put me in mind 
of the monkey in the fable, that, wiſh-_ 
ing to have the cheſnut, and not daring 


to put its own paw into the fire to take. 


C 2 it, 


1 26 ] 
it, thruſt in the cat's paw, as you wiſh 
to do the mob's ; and the mob too, like 
the cat, may be burnt, while you, un- 
hurt, enjoy the only benefit. You cer- 
tainly have ſelfifh and ambitious views, 
Mr Payne. It is true that only the weak, 
the wicked, or mad, will liſten to you 


yet {ſuch may do a world of ill, as was F 
the caſe in Lord George Gordon's mob. 
People of weak underſtandings, although 
they frequently poſſeſs very good hearts, 
are eaſily miſlead. They are often led 
away by deſigning people, or by a mad- 
man, as in the above inſtance, and which 
alſo may be the caſe here. A tinſelled 
hazel rod is more eſteemed by the weak 
than the fineſt cane; and a few flowery 
words, uttered by a madman or a de- 


ſigning perſon, will often bring more ap- 
plauſe than all the proverbs of Solomon. 


You next aſſume to yourſelf the ho- 
nour of eſtabliſhing the American go- 


vernment ; 
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vernment; at leaſt, you tell us that it 1s 
eſtabliſhed upon your Rights of Man; and 
Hold it up as your ideal government put 
into practice a ſyſtem of government, 
you ſay, better adminiſtered than any 
government in the world, But is it a 
government of that nature, as to conti- 
nue ſtable and fixed ?--Can you ſay af it 
* there 1s a roſe newly blown of my 
“ rearing, that will never fade as other 
* roſes do.“ I believe, Sir, that it is the 
teſt of ages, not of 15 or 16 years, that 
muſt ſtamp character and ſtability upon 
a government: Nor am I yet convinced 
that the American government origina- 
ted from your Rights of Man. I do not 
however call it a bad ſyſtem ;—-it is too 
like our own to be called ſo: nor can 1 
call it a good one, till it has been tried by 
the teſt of experience; but I may uſe 
here an expreſſion ſimilar to what Sir 
James Melville ſaid to Queen Elizabeth, 

that 


| 
| 


$ 
= 
av 
4 
3 


[ ee } 
that if yours is the beſt government i 
America, ours is the beſt in Europe. 


As to the difference of the govern- 
ment, expences, and taxes of the twe' 


eountries, it is hardly worth the anſwer- 
ing. Money, trade, and manufactures, 
are a great deal more plentiful and pre- 


valent in Britain than in America, and 


the inhabitants more generous---Beſides, 

eur National debt and taxes are daily up- 
en the decreaſe, and will ſtill continue 

to be ſo, unleſs you ſhould obtain your 
with, and by raiſing a flame in the coun- 

try, deſtroy our great reſources, manufac- 
* tures and trade, But farther, I believe the 1 
| people, at leaft of thoſe parts of our © 
* iſlands that poſſeſs a tolerable climate, 
i. e. England and Ireland, live much eaſi- 
er and happier under their heavy taxes, 
than the Americans under their ſmaller 
ones; and of this thou thyſelf, Mr Payne, 
art a proof. Mhy, in the name of won 3 
der/ | 


he 
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der, do you reſide here, where you are 


burdened with inſupportable taxes, ra- 
ther than in America where you are 
free —0 Mr Payne, Mr Payne, your 


clo ven foot is diſcovered. You either 


find that you can ſupply your wants at 
leſs expence with us than in America; or 
know, that your vice and immorality 


have baniſhed you that —_— 


As for the ns I do acknow- 
ledge i it is very conſiderable, although not 
more ſo than formerly. The Engliſh 
are remarkable for being a generous peo- 
ple, and our miniſtry are Engliſhmen. 
You cannot, however, ſay that the mo- 
ney for the moſt part is ill beſtowed.--- 
You hint, indeed, of an offer of L. 1000 
that was made to you for the copy- 
right of the Rights of Man. I do confeſs 
think this would have been very ill be- 
ſtowed but from the manner and place 
in mhich this circumſtance i is introduced, 


181 I ſhrewdly 
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I ſhrewdly ſuſpect it has not been done 
without ſome little deſign upon the pen- 
fon. liſt. Daring libels like yours, and 
by needy. perſons like you, have often 
been publiſhed. with ſimilar views; and 
{hould the minority take yourhint, which 
God forbid, they, by increaſing their 
penſion- liſt, would reduce it to one half 
at a ſtroke. What would you think of 
this ſaving, Mr Apoſtle? 


You tell us, p. 13, and, as uſual, refer 
us to your own Bible, the Rights of Man, 
where you have, you ſay, eſtimated the 
poors rates of England at two millions 
annually. Theſe poors rates you with 
to aboliſh ; and, in lieu thereof, remit; 
four millions out. of the ſurplus taxes of 
government, after anſwering your ideal 
purpoſes of it, for the uſe of the poor of 
England ;---that is, the Scottiſh portion 
of the taxes is to go to relieve England of 
its poor without any equivalent: or, in 

4602 5 other 
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others word, Scotſmen are not included 
in your Rights 5 M. an. 1 


As to your whimſical propoſition of 
an alliance with Frarice and America ; if 
you were an honeſt and well meaning ci- 
tizen of the ſtates, and really had the in- 
tereſt of that country or ours at heart, it 
is morally impoſhble you would ever 


think of joining order with confuſion-— 


a regular government to an unruly mob, 
You yourſelf, at this moment, know full 
well the diſtracted fituation of France, 
and can have no good motive in propo- 


ſing this alliance. Indeed, I muſt ac- 


knowledge that the French. ſyſtem of 
miſr ule being a child of your own, 
and founded on the principles of the 
rights of man, muſt always be near your 
heart ;, and perhaps, like the devil, you 
are beſt pleaſed with the country where 


all laws divine and human are Nr U 


upon. 


; D Your 


„ 
Your letter to Mr Dundas, Sir, can- 
not be called a defence of your writings ; 


it appears to me rather to be a ſtudied 


inſult upon the good ſenſe of the nation. 
The individuals of every well regulated 
ſociety reſpect andhonour the heads of the 


, ſociety, as, in other words, it is reſpecting 


themſelves; and any member that vili- 
fies the head and office-bearers of that ſo- 
ciety offers an inſult to every individual 
of the fociety. I am aware, however, that 
where nq order exiſts, there is no ſociety, 
and of courſe no inſult, no ſedition, nor 
ſeditious pamphlet. The three Eing- 
doms compoſe one great ſociety or na- 
tion, and thanks to God, that, ſpite of 
Mr Payne, we are yet in a ſtate of order 
and good government; nor has the amor 
fatrie entirely left our country. We will 
not all tamely ſubſcribe to the inſults of 
a mendicant cobler of conſtitutions, 


As I eſteem and venerate the conſtitu- 


tion 
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tion of my country —a conſtitution 


not of yeſterday - not founded upon the 


wild ideas of a fingle i itinerant quack, but: 
upon the broad baſe of ages of expetience 
and popular opinion! ſay, I cannot, in 
ſilence, allow you to attack and vilify it 
in your ſeditious libels—-You: vilify our 
conſtitution-—you vilify our king. You 
talk of king, or majgſiy, or maajefty, thereby 
ſneering at the whole nation, as if you 
deem'd us all a parcel of fools, for daring 
to call the head of our conſtitution king; 
becauſe forſooth you would chuſe to 
give him another name, or as if nomina 
mutant rem. You are every now and 


then talking of MrPitt's S % adminiſtra- 
tion of his extorting revenue, and of his 


| boaſting how much. Thus you ſubſtitute 


inſults for reaſoning and verbage for 


facts. An indignity put upon our con- 


ſtitution, our king, and his miniſters, we 


hold as an indignity and inſult offered 
to every one of us. 


DAU I 


- 
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Ir you admire your ſelf-created go- 
vernments of America and France, why 
not live in theſe countries. Your im- 
moralities may bar you from the one, but 


in France, at leaſt, you are admired; thi- 


ther fly, my friend take my ad vice, leſt 


a worſe thing befall you. It will tend 


more to your honour to live in a govern- 


ment of your own making, than to reſide 
and contradebts here without the honeſt 
means of re-payment, other than the pro- 
duee of ungrateful inſults offered to the 


very people among whom Fm pick up 
your ſubſiſtence. 


You have the effrontery to refer Mr 


Adam to what you have ſaid in your 
works as to aboliſhment of particular 


taxes, as if no knowledge was lodged any 


where elſe than in your books. Know | | 


then, Mr Payne, that ſome of thoſe very 


taxes you mention, and many others, 


are 
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are meant by adminiſtration to be abo- 
liſhed as occaſion and circumſtances occur; 
and ſuch abolition will take place, 


altho' the name of Payne had never been 


heard of. Any reform neceſſary will al- 
ſo be made gradually, and ftep by ſtep: 


but God forbid that our legiſlature 
ſhould coaleſce with your wild ideas, and 
all at once put an end to a conſtitution 
that we know from experience is a good 


one; for one that in our neghbouring 


kingdomexhibits daily, and almoſt before 


our eyes, the bloody marks of anarchy 
and confuſion, 


In ſhort; Sir, you write as if the Bri- 
tiſh iſlands were entirely compoſed of ig- 
norant and wicked men, without a ſingle 
man of ſenſe or of principle. Impreſſed 
with theſe ideas, you have travelled to 


illuminate the Britiſh hemiſphere—to 
tell us what was impoſſible for the brains 


of Engliſhmen to comprehend or ſee 
through, 


5 

through. You arrogate to yourſelf the 
formation of American and French go- 
vernments—and you arrogantly plume 
yourſelf that, by the force of your per- 
ſuaſive pen, you ſhall teach theſe unen- : 
lightened kingdoms to drop a ſyſtem that 3 
has ſtood the teſt of ages, and adopt that 
of a miſerable bankrupt, who entertains - 
the mad idea of being one day put at the ( 
head of his new and bleſſed ſfyſtem—a by 
ſyſtem much to be longed after, eſpecial- 
ly when we conſider the beauty and har- 
mony of the government that ſubſiſts in 
a neighbouring kingdom, founded upon 
the principles of our new political a- 
poſtle. 


| Tux purport of your letter, you ſay, is 3 
| to juſtify yourſelf from the charge Mr P's 
Adam has made. He conſiders the wri- * 
tings of Harrington, More, and Hume, | 4 
as juſtifiable publications; and he ae- 
cufes you of endeavouring to confuſe, 
U een inſtead 


Lud ul 
inſtead of producing a ſyſtem in the 
room of that which you have reaſoned 
againſt. | 


MR HARRINGTON, Sir Thomas More, 
and Mr Hume, reaſoned philoſophically 
upon the ſubject, nor did they ever aim, 
like you, to ſpirit up a mob;. they ne- 
ver framed addreſſes and declarations for 
ſocieties, met with the intention of di- 
ſturbing the peace of the nation, nor 
eyer had the effrontery of openly re- 
viling the laws and conſtitution of their 
country; they calmly and modeſtly 
ſtrove to enlighten mankind, and ar- 
gued with decency. While you publiſh 
your ſeditious pamphlet with impudence, 
as if oracular—revile the conſtitution— 
propoſe to overturn it—and anxiouſly 
propagate your abſurd ideas, with the 
view not of inſtructing, but of inciting 
the unthinking crowd. How different 
from you is the modeſt Monteſquieu, to 

whom 
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whom you can no more be compared, in 
matter of politics, than I to Hercules. 
After praiſing the Britiſh conſtitution, he 
adds,“ Neither do I pretend by this, to 
under value other governments, nor to fay 
5 that this extreme political liberty ought 
# to give uneaſimeſs to thoſe who have 
2 only a moderate ſhare of it. How 
“ ſhould I have ſuch a deſign, I wha 
think that even the exce/s of reaſon is 
* not always deſirable ; and that man- 


* 


— 


in medium, than in extremes.” Vol. I. 
B. II. Cap. 6. 


Tul way of writing is too Philoſophi- 
cal and modeſt to anſwer your purpoſes. 
Lou do not write to the learned and 
thinking. part of mankind as all the a- 


bove gentlemen have done; you are on- 


ly pleaſed with extremes, and. ſo addreſs 


your writings to the fag end of ſociety. 
It is to the- illiterate and. the wicked that 


you 


kind generally find their account better 


5229205 


1 
you ſpeak, when you fay in y6ur letter, 
that “in any caſe the work (i. e. your ideal 


K conſtitution) will Lo on that the ap- 


00 provers and protectors of your works 
8 now (i. e. ſince the proclamation) feel 


1 the immediate impu uſe of honour, added to 


« that of national intereſt.. Neitlier 
does this breathe the language of inſtruc- 


tion ; for, had you either meant to in- 
ſtruct the ignorant, or to tell the truth, 


you would have warned them of the 


great danger of unlooſing even a ſingle 
pin of the conſtitution j you would have 


pointed out to them the dreadful ſitua- 
tion to which the French have brought 


themſelves by following your ſyſtem W 

and you would tell themi to be cautions 
Not to hurt themſelves and their honour, 'S 
by avenging the dun 25 we ey” | 


honour. 


You ſay, you nice not only reaſoned 
U ran weir new ſyſtem, but gone farther; 


E and 


nos +: 
and you produce the American govern- 
ment as an inſtance of the repreſentative 
fyſtem that you wiſh to palm upon vs. 
The Americans, as a new nation, of ne- 
ceſſity were obliged to adopt ſome form of 
government, and accordingly they have 
aſſumed one that appeared to them to ac- 


cord beſt with their diſpoſitions and cir- 


cumſtances.— This government however 
is as yet in the womb of experiment, 
and is of too ſhort a ſtanding to reaſon 
upon: At any rate, we are under no'ne- 
ceſſity to change our ſyſtem, nor will we 
liſten to you, as to an oracle, and all at 
once overturn a government that we 
know 1s a good one, for the idle purpoſe 
of making an experiment—an experi- 


ment that has already produced ſuch 


| dreadful effects in a neighbouring king- 


dom 


Lou brag of the ſmallneſs of the pub- 
lic expence and revenues of America; 
and 
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and you make a ſtatement that you 
know - yourſelf to be untrue : you gloſs 
it over, indeed, with ſaying, that wher 
peace ſhall be concluded with the Indians, 
the expence will be reduced; but you 
do not tell fairly and honeſtly that there 
is and has been perpetual warfare in 
your back ſettlements ; and that the A- 
mericans now find that a much greater 
force than what they uſed to have muſt 
be kept up all along their extenſive fron- 
tiers; ſo that the publicexpence is already 
greatly increaſed above your ſtatement, and 
is ſtill increaſing. Beſides, all your fine 
{ſtatement goes for nothing when the great 
want of money among the Americans 1s 
taken into the ſcale. Riches, ariſing from 
our trade and manufactures, flow from all 
quarters of the world to Britain, while A- 
merica has no ſuch reſources, National as 
wellas private expenceskeep pace with the 


riches or poverty of a country, and a 
penny in a poor country will go farther 


E 2 than 


1 burdened with t taxes s than the Ti. 


1 
than a ſhilling in a rich one. Hence the 
public expence of che whole of the In- 
dian nations in America will not amount 
1 to che chouſandth part of the American 
8 expenceʒ and hence the expence of the lat- 

ter is conſiderably leſs than ours; ſo that 
|  confidering the ſituation, circumſtan CS, 
and reſources of both the countries, the 

Americans are fully as much, if not more 


You next blame Mr Adam for ſay- 
ing you wiſh'd to deſtroy every principle 
of. Valor dination: : This however moſt cer- 
tainly is the caſe. You inſtigate the 
weak and wicked to form ſocieries, with | 
a view to inculcate as well as commemo- | 
Tate anarchy and confuſion | and you 
boaſt" of impoſing upon them addreſſes 
and declarations inimical of ſubordi· 
nation. "You laugh at thoſe imagina- 
ry beings, as you call them, kings and 
lords, and all the fraudulent trum- 
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pery of courts; that is, you ridicule at 
magiſtracy whatever, by which you wiſh 
effectually to deſtroy the principle of 
ſubordination. Now we fear God, and 
honour the king, as.our chief magiſtrate 
and we deem that perſon unworthy of d- 
ciety who does not reſpe& its oſſice- bear- 
ers. You put us in mind of what Mon- 
teſquieu ſays of the corruption of the 
principles of democracy. Ihe prin- 
* ciple of democracy i 18 corrupted, (ſays 
he,) not only when the ſpirit of equa- 
« lity is extinct, but likewiſe when they 
« fall i into a ſpirit of extreme equality, and 
< when every citizen. wants to be upon 
5 level. with thoſe he has choſen to 
command him. Then the people, in- 
capable of bearing the very power 
they have intruſted, want to do every 


« thing of themſelves, to debate for the ſe- 


nate, to execute for the magiſtrates, and 
* to ſtrip the judges of their office. When 


. this is the eaſe, virtue can 10 longer Jabjift 
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in the republic. The people want ta exer+ 
ciſe the functions of the magiſtrates, 
who ceaſe to be revered. The delibe- 
rations of the ſenate are ſlighted; ail 
reſpect is then laid aſide for the ſena- 


tors, and conſequently for old age. If 
there is no more reſpect for old age, 


there will be none ſoon for parents; 
deference to huſbands will likewiſe be 
thrown off, and ſubmiſſion to maſters. 
This licentiouſneſs will ſoon taint the 
mind ; and the reſtraint of command 


be. as fatiguing as that of obedience ; 


wives and children will ſhake off all 
ſubjection. No longer will there be 


any ſuch thing as manners or viriue. 


Vol. z. B. . cap. 2. 


IN order to prove that you do not 


wiſh to deſtroy the principle of ſubordi- 
nation, you adduce a paragraph from 


your works, which is nothing to the 
purpoſe. © Formerly (you ſay,) when 


„divi- 
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« diviſions aroſe reſpecting government, 


« recourſe was had to the ſword, and 
« civil war enſued. That favage cuſs 
tom is now exploded by the new ſyſ« 
tem, and recourſe is had to a national 
« -onvention. Diſcuſſion and the gene- 
% ral will arbitrates the queſtion; and 
« to this private opinion yields with a 
« good grace, and order is preſerved un- 
& interrupted.” All this is mere ver- 
bage. You ſpeak of your new ſyſtem 
exploding the ſword and civil war, as if 
ſach had been enjoined by our ſyſtem. 
How do you prove or can inſure us a- 
gainſt a civil war, or that order will be 
preſerved in a confuſed meeting of ſome 
millions of people congregated from eve- 
ry quarter of the iſland to your ideal con- 
vention, or that the general will is al- 
ways to arbitrate the queſtion ? Are you 
to be teller of the votes ? Can you tell us 


how many months will be required to 


take them? Who is to ſupply ſuch a 
ts great 
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great body of men with victuals, or pay 
their travelling expences Rut it is need - 
leſs to dwell any longer upon ideal non- 
ſenſe. ox Som 


For my part, 1 can preſage nothing 
but general confuſion and, uproar from 
your national convention, and the idea 
of it recalled to my temembrance what: 
is ſaid in Hudibras of the tumults of laſt 
century. 


« For when they came ro ſhape the n- 
as 2 5 5 | 

Not one could fit another's noddle gli 7 

But found their light and gifts more wide 


From fadging than th'unſanctify d, 


While every individual brother 
Strove hand to fiſt againſt each other. E 
And {tilt the madd, et and moſt crack d 

Were found the buſieſt ta tranſact. | 
For, tho' moſt hands diſpatch. apace, 
And make light work (the proverb ſays,) 
Yet 


4 1 
Tet many different intellects x 3 
Are found t have contrary effects, 
And many heads t obſtruct intrigues, 
As ſloweſt inſects have moſt legs.” 


And after all, matters would moſt 
probably end in the way Monteſquieu 


tells us the tumults of the laſt century 
ended : After a ſeries. of tumultuary. 
© motions and violent ſhocks, they were 
% obliged to have recourſe to the very 


% government which they had ſo odiouſ- 
* ly proſcribed.” Vol. I. B. III. Cap. 3. 


By the bye, you have cut out plenty of 
work for your national convention. In 
your addreſs and declaration palmed up- 


on the ſelect meeting of Friends of Uni- 


verſal Peace and Liberty at the Thatch'd- 


houſe tavern, and which is bound up with 


your letter, you uſe theſe words: We 


* profeſs and proclaim it as our prin- 


* clple, that every nation has at all times 
X F = a0 
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an inherent, indefeaſible right to con- 
« ſtitnte and eſtabliſh ſuch government 
« for itſelf as beſt accords with its diſ- 
« politton, intereſt, and happineſs.” 80 
that whenever any political quack wiſhes 
for a job, he has no more ado than pub- 
liſh New Rights of Man in two parts, ad- 
dreſſed to the mob, upon which a gene- 
ral convention meets; and no ſooner mat- 
ters are ſettled, than another quack comes 
with a new {yftem,—and then another 
convention for at all times the nation 
can uſe its right. This, of courſe, wilt 
produce a moſt delightful, ambulatory, 
and enviable ſyſtem of government, 
Ne ver ſettled; never fure!“ 

If this is the ſyſtem you wiſh to erect up- 
on the ruin of our conſtitution, I aver 
with Mr Adam, that you have © revi- 
led what is molt ſacred in the conſtitu- 
* tion, deſtroyed every principle of ſub- 
* ordination, and eſtabliſhed nothing 
* but confuſion in their room.“ 

1 BEG 
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I BEG leave to conclude with repeating 

a ſtory I recollect ſome where to have 
read. A ſhip returning from America 
to Bourdeaux, was paſſing the Tour de 
Corduan, and entering the Garrone; the 
night was dark, with ſome little wind 
and rain; one of the ſeamen, either from 
lazineſs or a wicked diſpolition, refuſed 
to hand the ſails when ordered, pretend- 
ing that he was as well entitled to keep 
below as the captain and his mate; ad- 
ding, that he was as good a ſeaman as 
the captain, and he did not ſee but he 
had as good a right to be captain as he 
had ; that they were all bound on the 
ſame voyage, and ran the ſame riſks; and 
it was ridiculous, while all were equal, 
that one man {ſhould lord it over the reſt, 
The ſhip was ſoon in a ferment ; and 
the general opinion of the moment was, 
that © Tom had a great deal of reaſon on 
bis fide. In vain the captain and mate 
{trove to bring them to order ; the very 
F 2 ſeaman 
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ſeaman at the helm left it; and joined 
with the crew. The ſhip inſtantly rountl- 
ed, and in a few minutes ſtruck upon the 
Bank Mauvaiſe, All hands on board pe- 
riſhed except the boy, who, being the on- 
ly perſon that had gone aloft, was after- 
wards picked up by an Engliſh veſſel. I 
acknowledge to you, Mr Payne, that read- 
ing this ſtory in my early years, it very 
much affected me. I was aſtoniſhed why 
the ſailors ſhould ſo ſuddenly make up 
their minds, and give aſſent to Tom's 
doctrine without conſidering conſe- 
quences ; and perhaps this very ſtory, 
which has lately been exemplified in 
France, has led me to think farther 
upon your ſyſtem than otherwiſe ] 
would have done, 


THz rude manner in which you con- 
clude your letter {hall not be imitated by 
me. From it, and ſome other particu- 
lar ſtrokes in your writings, I ſuſpect 


[45 ] 


that ſomething elſe than your heart may 
be wrong. I pity every poor gentleman, 


and {hall be willing to ſerve you as far 
as I can. I therefore am, 


Dear Sir, your moſt obedient 


humble ſervant, 


A HIiGHLANDER, 


Evin. June 26, 
15109891 + 
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